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Preface
(Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

What Is both must be (or exist), and it must be what it is,
not only temporally but also spatially. For What Is to be (or
exist) across times is for it to be ungenerated and deathless;
and for it to be what it is across times is for it to be “still” or
unchanging. For What Is to be (or exist) everywhere is for it
to be whole. For it to be what it is at every place internally is
for it to be uniform; and to be so everywhere at its extremity
is for it to be “perfect” or “complete.”




| Taken together, the attributes shown to belong to what |
must be amount to a set of perfections: everlasting
existence, immutability, the internal invariances of
wholeness and uniformity, and the invariance at its
extremity of being optimally shaped. What Is has thus
proven to be not only a necessary but, in many ways, a
perfect entity.




Parmenides may be counted a “generous” monist. While
he reasons that there is only one entity that must be, he
also sees that there are manifold entities that are but need
not be (what they are). Parmenides was a “generous” monist
because the existence of what must be does not preclude the
existence of all the things that are but need not be.




It seems preferable to understand What Is as coterminous
but not consubstantial with the perceptible cosmos: it is in
exactly the same place where the perceptible cosmos is, but
is a separate and distinct “substance.” On this view, What Is
imperceptibly interpenetrates or runs through all things
while yet maintaining its own identity distinct from theirs.
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